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Parshat Chayei Sara 5777 

This week’s parasha recounts the story of Avraham burying his beloved wife Sara:  
'And Ephron's field, that was in Machpeilah, that was facing Mamre stood - the field 
and the cave within it and all the trees in the field, within its entire boundary all around; 
as Avraham's as a purchase in the view of the children of Chet (l'eiynei bnei chet) , with 
all who came to the gate of the city' (23: 17-18) . 
  
Just two pesukim later the Torah recounts: 'Thus, the field stood, and the cave that was 
in it, as Avraham's as an inheritance for a grave, from the children of Chet (m'et bnei 
Chet)'(23:20).  
  
Rav Soloveitchik asks two simple questions: what has changed that the Torah now in 
pasuk 20 describes maarat ha'machpeilah as an inheritance rather than as a purchase? 
Secondly, why does the Torah describe Avraham originally purchasing the cave in the 
view of the children of Chet and then change track and declare he inherited it from the 
children of Chet?   Rav Soloveitchik elaborated on this distinction. In Halacha, in very 
general terms, we have two forms by which you can receive property. 

Firstly, you can acquire it - you can make a kinyan. A kinyan comes in many shapes and 
sizes but in essence it can be described as a kinyan mishpati - a lawful acquisition - 
made through exchanging money, documents or before witnesses.  
  
The second way in which property can become yours is through an inheritance an 
'achuza'. Now when you inherit something, you don't have to pay anyone, there won’t 
be a transactional document that you have to fill in and you won't need witnesses. 
When you inherit it, it simply becomes yours. Yours and your family's for ever - for 
eternity.  
  
Separately, the Gemara in Brachot 5a records a teaching of Rav Shimon bar Yochai. 
There are three great gifts that Hashem has given to the Jewish people, Torah, Eretz 
Yisrael and Olam Habah. However, Rav Shimon bar Yochai adds that each of these 
gifts is only given through the Jewish people suffering hardship.  
  
Now coming back to our conundrum regarding the wording chosen for maarat 
ha'machpeilah, what changed from pasuk 18 to 20 that generated the switch from 
'before the eyes of bnei chet' to 'from bnei chet', from 'purchase' to 'inheritance'?  The 
answer said Rav Soloveitchik lies in the content of pasuk 19: 

  
'And after that, Avraham buried Sara his wife in the cave of the field of Machpeilah 
facing Mamre, which is Chevron, in the land of Canaan' (23:19).  
  
Avraham acquired maarat ha'machpeila from Ephron and then proceeded to bury his 
beloved wife, his steadfast partner of countless years in his quest to teach the world 
monotheism. Avraham had just returned from the tremendous trial of the akeidah only 
to be met with this most tragic news of the death of his wife. Pasuk 19, therefore, is 
Avraham going through terrible suffering and hardship - having to bury his wife. It was 
through this experience that Avraham's proprietary title changed from purchase to 
inheritance. Recall how the Gemara in Brachot taught us that Eretz Yisrael is one of the 
three great gifts that the Jewish people gain through hardship. The Torah in these three 
pesukim is teaching us the first prototype of a Jew receiving this gift of the land of 
Israel. This gift is no longer considered a purchase a kinyan that must be made 'in the 
view of bnei chet' as quasi witnesses. Rather, Avraham now held maarat ha'machpeilah 
as an 'achuzat kever' -  an 'inheritance for a grave'. Such an inheritance does not have 
to be given before witnesses hence the change in wording 'from bnei chet' and no 
longer 'in view of bnei chet'. Such an inheritance the Rav describes is eternal.  
  
in 1951 Prime Minister David Ben-Gurion recommended establishing the 4th of Iyar, the 
day preceding Yom Ha’atzmaut, as the "General Memorial Day for the Heroes of the 
War of Independence". This proposal won government approval that same year. On 
Yom Hazikaron we commemorate the brave soldiers, policemen and woman, security 
forces and civilians who have given their lives for Israel. We mark their burial with a day 
on which we recount the tremendous suffering and hardship our nation has had to 
endure since its inception. We commemorate their fierce spirit to protect and defend 
our country. We remember the pain and tears of our nation as they long for their fallen 
brothers and sisters. So you see when we go through such an experience, having to 
bury all these holy thousands, we the Jewish people follow right in the footsteps of our 
forefather Avraham. It is through these tens of thousands that we undergo the same 
experience that Avraham went through as he buried Sara. It is through these tens of 
thousands that we have endured the suffering which marks the receiving of the great 
gift of Eretz Yisrael. It is through these tens of thousands that we make a transition 
from possessing the land of Israel as a kinyan to holding it as an inheritance. Therefore 
it is these tens of thousands that we must forever thank as it is they who have ensured 
that we can find solace in the knowledge that we hold Eretz Yisrael as an inheritance, 
an eternal gift from Hashem, our homeland - Israel.  


